572              THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

YOU LAST YEAR, THE SWORN DECLARATION IS NOT AN IMMIGRATION PROVI-
SION, AND CANNOT THEREFORE UNDERSTAND THAT ANY DIFFICULTY IS LIKELY
TO ARISE. THERE IS NO SETTLED ASIATIC COMMUNITY IN FREE STATE
AND IT CANNOT BE CONCEIVED THAT ANY OF THE EDUCATED ENTRANTS
WHO ARE TO BE ADMITTED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE INDIAN
COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE WELL EVER SEEK TO SETTLE IN THAT PROVINCE.
CASUAL VISITS ARE PROVIDED FOR WITHOUT FORMALITY. REGARDING LAST
POINT, WORDS WERE ADDED AS LAST YEAR'S DRAFT WAS DEFECTIVE. IN
CONCLUSION, MINISTER STRONGLY DEPRECATES REFERENCES IN YOUR
TELEGRAM AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS TO PASSIVE RESISTANCE. THE
THREATS THEREIN CONTAINED MIGHT VERY POSSIBLY, IN VIEW OF FEELING
THROUGHOUT THE UNION ON MATTER UNDER CONSIDERATION, LEAD TO
RESULTS FAR DIFFERENT FROM THOSE ANTICIPATED BY THE REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE INDIAN COMMUNITY WHEN MAKING THEM.

Indian Opinion, 7-6-1913
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It has become necessary again to convene a mass meeting in order that
you may consider the long-expected Immigration Bill, which has been just pub-
lished. A respectful protest has already been wired to the Government on
behalf of the Association, embodying our objections to the Bill, and a reply
has been received saying that the objections are receiving the careful consi-
deration of the Government. We may reasonably hope, therefore, that the Bill
will be amended in accordance with our objections. It was, however, consider-
ed advisable, regard being had to the very great importance of the occasion,
to obtain the opinion of the whole Indian community in the Transvaal,
as also to consider what steps we should take in the event of the Government
declining or being unable to meet us.

The Bill, if it becomes law in its present form, will make our position
worse than it was before the struggle was commenced in 1906, a position
which we, as a self-respecting community, can never endorse. You will notice,
moreover, that it seriously affects the rights hitherto enjoyed not only by
grown-up men but by women and children also. It affects equally the rich and
the poor. It takes away the rights of those who are domiciled in South Africa,
notwithstanding the declarations made by General Botha that it is not the
intention of the Government to molest the resident Indian community. A
Bill which cuts at the very root of existence must be resisted by those affected
by it at any cost.